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ment, but these must be selected with artistic judgment. It
is most desirable that as pupils study and work out their
applications of artistic design, they evaluate them themselves
or with the help of their peers, as adult judgment alone may
be too sophisticated for their understanding.
GROUP STUDY ENCOURAGES COOPERATIVE
EVALUATION
Group and individual planning of experiences and evaluat-
ing results of them increases gradually during the primary and
elementary years, thus encouraging a democratic way of living.
The group study method has been shown in some typical
school projects. The group conference is an in-formal, demo-
cratic way by which pupils plan new experiences, and evaluate
a progressing or completed series of experiences.
To the children, the purpose of the conference is to talk
over what they will do next. The guidance of the teacher is
needed to help them to recapitulate what has preceded in
work or thought, and to become aware of their successes and
important next steps. The teacher, who joins in the discus-
sion only as a member of the group, is in a strategic position
to keep before the pupils the goals they are striving for, and
to encourage cooperative behavior and business-like proce-
dures and social attitudes. The skillful teacher uses a few care-
fully placed questions to start thinking and to maintain bal-
ance in the discussion so that some conclusions are reached.
One may observe this procedure in the family life study
groups. When the "family" gathers for conference in a circle,
or in the home-living laboratories, discussion turns to what
each has been doing at home in relation to the project under
way. In other words, it becomes a progress report. The dis-
cussion frequently leads the children to talk freely about their
home life. They reveal the things in which they are most
interested, or happenings which they enjoyed or which dis-
turbed them. From the conversation the teacher gets hints
of the need for guidance, a home visit, or a new project.
After certain problems are brought to light and selected for